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COMMUNITY 
MEETING
Sunset Park 
Waterfront and
Industry City 
Rezoning

June 17, 2019
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Agenda
6:30-6:40

6:40-7:10

7:10-7:30

7:30-7:40

7:40-8:00

• Introduction

• Town Halls
July 23, 2018 – Visioning Session

August 13, 2018 – Jobs

September 17, 2018 – Transportation and the Environment

October 1, 2018 – Economic Effects

November 9, 2018 – Industry City Presentation

• Community Needs Assessment Reports
Economic Snapshot – NY State Comptroller

Health – NYU Langone

Education – Hunter College

Housing – NYU Wagner

• Process Going Forward

• Discussion
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• Application for Rezoning sent to DCP 
to certify in March 2019.

• CM Menchaca and CB7 publicly stated we 
weren’t ready to accept it, so IC pulled the 
application.

• Application follows Draft Scope of Work 
published September 2017

• After Application is certified by Department of 
City Planning, Application reviewed per the 
Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP)

• CB7 will receive it first, opportunity for 
community to define issues and points of 
interest

• Assume Application will be certified in 
September 2019.

Issues
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Gallery Exhibit at CB7
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Meeting #1 – Community Planning Initiative Kick-off
July 23, 2018
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Industry City Rezoning
• Redevelop and retenant existing 

warehouse and industrial complex

• 16 loft warehouse buildings, 6.5M sf

• Mixed use project - commercial, 
manufacturing, and community uses -
“Innovation Economy Hub”

• Change in zoning map and text, special 
permit to modify bulk, use, parking and 
public access area requirements, special 
permit for hotel use, demap 40th Street.

• Allow retail, academic and hotel uses not 
permitted under existing zoning, and 
increase overall density of Project Area
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CB7’s 197a Plan
• To promote industrial redevelopment and job 

creation in Sunset Park while retaining existing 
industrial jobs.

• To maximize waterfront access and open space 
opportunities in combination with industrial and 
waterfront redevelopment.

• To preserve existing industrial, commercial and 
residential uses and fabric in the area east of First 
Avenue.

• To encourage development that places a minimal 
environmental burden on adjacent residential 
communities.

• To preserve and celebrate Sunset Park’s rich 
maritime and industrial heritage.
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Discussion
Four Questions:

1. What are the good things at the waterfront we should keep?

2. What are the things we need to improve?

3. How can these future developments benefit the neighborhood?

4. What concerns do these developments raise that we need to be 
aware of?
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Waterfront Positives:

• Views
• Manufacturing jobs
• Walk to work
• Great buildings that are already there
• Creative energy
• Diversity
• Food
• Green space
• Keep the port active
• Ferry
• Feels safer, more open to community

Waterfront Things To Improve:

• Access
• Support / protect local small businesses
• Community engagement
• Resiliency
• Transport to and from waterfront
• Park / green space
• Job development – manufacturing, green jobs
• Entrepreneurship/incubators
• Infrastructure – flooding, sidewalks, sanitation, 

potholes
• Third Ave – unwelcoming, poor lighting
• Lack of parking
• Safety of roads and sidewalks
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Development Benefits:

• JOBS, JOBS, JOBS – LIVING WAGE
• Connecting educational institutions/high school 

with job opportunities 
• Tourism/commerce
• Focus on resiliency/green spaces
• Preserve manufacturing, train youth for these jobs
• Support of local small business – mom & pops
• Landmarking / preservation
• Transportation to/from waterfront
• Access to area for pedestrians and bikes
• Quality job generation, skills, wages
• Diverse retail

Development Concerns:

• Landlords will increase rent, property taxes increase
• Displace seniors and small businesses
• Lack of affordable housing
• Less parking
• Replacing well-paying jobs with service jobs
• Job recruitment within community - transparency
• Changing Sunset Park’s culture – lack of diversity, 

higher-income earners: impact funding allocations, 
class segregation – “playground for the rich”

• Increased construction of hotels
• Increased population –demand on infrastructure and 

services, school overcrowding
• Health issues from increased pollution
• More truck traffic
• Quality of life
• Privatization of public assets
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Meeting #2 –Jobs and Economic Development
August 13, 2018 –



6/17/2019  13

Jobs and Economic Development
Bush Terminal
Industry City
• Originally built as Bush Terminal in 

1895

• Successful due to prime 
waterfront location, scale of 
buildings, innovative services

• 25,000 workers

• Brooklyn developed as a major 
international seaport
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Jobs and Economic Development
• By the 1950’s, changes in

manufacturing diminished
value of the vertical
urban industrial property

• By 2013, only 1,900 workers
left and complex was 60%
vacant

Photo by Shunsuke TakinoO
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Jobs and Economic Development
Industry City

• Rezoning plan to promote an
“Innovation Economy Hub”

• Focus on:
Art, Design, Film, Fashion, 
Manufacturing, Technology and
Food Sectors

• Collaborative Hub concept = 
• Entrepreneurs and small 

business owners work 
through cross-collaboration, 
inspiration and business 
growth
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Jobs and Economic Development
Industry City
• Provide a broader range of land 

uses

• 3.57M sf of Innovation 
Economy uses

• 900,000 sf of retail

• 700,000 sf of new academic, 
hotel and event space

• Propose 13,000 on-site jobs at 
full buildout- $5B in economic 
activity
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Jobs and Economic Development
Industry City
• Integrate with mixed use 

communities and other like-minded 
makers

• Creative office, studio and art uses

• Meeting and hotel space for 
business partners, host prospective 
workers and global partners on-site

• Academic classrooms, lab and 
research facilities to foster academic 
and professional linkages

• Places to eat and buy goods, 
expanded retail uses
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Round Robin Discussions

6:40-7:05

7:05-7:30

7:30-7:55

• Jesse Solomon – Southwest Bklyn Industrial Business District

• Daniel Veliz – Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow

• Marcela Mitaynes – Neighbors Helping Neighbors
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Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow

• Transform workforce development

• How can we support immigrant families in Sunset Park?

• How can OBT’s programs connect and scale with IC to provide pipeline of 
employment?

• Offer variety of training in different sectors

• OBT programs for adult populations, middle-aged/mid-career

• Help small biz owners with tech

• Outreach to immigrant communities, language barriers
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors

• Living wage jobs

• Displacement – IC development will push people out

• How does this affect people with roots in neighborhood?

• Hotel and retail jobs do not provide ladder to success

• Need stronger employment foundation, jobs with better pay

• Construction work – working longer, harder for lower wages

• Concern about luxury retail, new residents that can afford it

• Can there be an MOU for tenants related to local hiring?
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Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Business District

• 2000-2014 SBIDC seen 56% growth in business

• 5.6% unemployment – 11% in manufacturing

• Manufacturing becoming highly specialized

• Skills gap – more training needed for newer jobs

• Tech, coding, cyber, new energy jobs

• Cost of infrastructure and cost of doing business weighs heavily on 
manufacturing industries
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Meeting #3 – Transportation and the Environment
September 17, 2018
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• Change inherent in Sunset Park’s history –
immigration, working and middle class 
character, ethnic diversity, industrial 
employment base

• Can industry and the innovation economy 
co-exist?

• Are manufacturing jobs more important than 
service, hotel and retail sector jobs?

• Why should the public invest in innovation 
economy?

• What is pathway for community members to 
access these jobs?

• Not just IC, EDC operates and manages as 
much space as IC on waterfront, needs to be 
transparent and engaged with community

• Climate change will affect Sunset Park’s 
industrial areas significantly – how to respond?

• Opportunity for renewable energy industries

• Break down barrier of the Gowanus 
Expressway, increased mobility

• Reduction of truck trips in region may cause 
more trucks in Sunset Park.

• IC Rezoning is the “most radical and 
consequential proposal” to affect Sunset Park’s 
fabric, culture and essence

Comments
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Meeting #4 – Economic Effects on the Community
October 1, 2018



6/17/2019  27



6/17/2019  28



6/17/2019  29



6/17/2019  30



6/17/2019  31

Meeting #5 – Industry City Presentation
November 9, 2018
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• Industry City is a national model for innovation economy and local partnerships around job creation

• New technology allows for advanced manufacturing, new methods not like industry 20 or 30 years 
ago, industry is now design and prototyping, film and TV

• Opportunity to connect the community with IC businesses

• Private industrial complex vs. Navy Yard and Army Terminal - rare for private owner to undertake 
redevelopment without public investment

• Under new ownership, IC has brought back complex, reduced vacancy, small maker spaces, 
incubate companies, affordable

• Aim for 15,000 jobs, 6.6 million square feet of space

• IC survey of workers – 2000 responses of 6500 workers

• 57% lived in Brooklyn, 50% under 35, 57% people of color, 51% have less than four year degree, 
33% no college at all, 35% coming from surrounding neighborhoods

• Local companies getting contracts, $100 M of $300 M invested comes back to Brooklyn

Industry City Statements
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• Academic institution connection, vocational collaboration, connect with community through tech
• OBT and Innovation Lab – job search assistance, tech start coding program, connect people to 

current jobs, small business training, summer internships, ESOL and citizenship classes
• Growth in neighborhood residents assisted – 30% of placements from 11220 and 11232
• Long game – make sure PS 94 5th grader is prepared and can get a job when they graduate
• No housing in development, adaptive reuse of existing buildings is sustainable
• Want expanded retail to complement upper floor uses, not to displace neighborhood merchants, 

want to support 5th Ave.
• Hotel use essential to businesses in complex – conference and meeting space, union hotels, need to 

be confirmed through public approval process
• Change zoning use from heavy manufacturing M3-1 to light manufacturing, M2-4, restrict noxious 

uses, lower emissions
• Expand waterfront access, ferry service, bike lanes, expanded greenway, safer underpass at 36th St
• New walkways and loading docks – seriousness about industrial activity

• Electrical upgrades, natural gas vs. oil, committed to Mayor’s carbon reduction goal and resiliency 
investments

Industry City Statements
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Community Assessment Reports

• Economic Snapshot – NY State Comptroller
• Health – NYU Langone
• Education – Hunter College
• Housing – NYU Wagner
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• Since 1990, population has grown twice as fast as NYC overall
• Immigrants represent 49% of population (2014) vs  NYC 37%
• Asians fastest growing segment since 1990 – 241% increase
• Number of businesses increased by 56% between 2000-2014
• Private sector employment increased by almost 10%, 39,920 jobs
• Health care largest employment sector, 25% of jobs
• Manufacturing 11.3% private sector jobs, highest concentration in City
• Restaurants, bars, hotels less than 6% of jobs, but 20% of jobs added since 2010
• Since 2009, median household income of area residents increased twice as fast as 

Brooklyn overall, but poverty and affordable housing remain concerns
• School enrollment rose by 55% during past 15 years, school overcrowding still a 

problem

NY State Comptroller  - Economic Snapshot
Sunset Park - 2015
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NYU Langone – Community Health Assessment
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NYU Langone – Community Health Assessment
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NYU Langone – Community Health Assessment
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Hunter College – Education and Employment
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Hunter College – Education and Employment
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NYU Wagner – Affordable Housing
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NYU Wagner – Affordable Housing



6/17/2019  48

NYU Wagner – Affordable Housing
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NYU Wagner – Affordable Housing
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• Community Meetings
June 17 – Findings and Community Assessments
July 17 – Zoning Application
August 14 – Manufacturing Districts
September 9 – Councilmember Menchaca

• CB7 Committee Meetings
July 15 – Youth and Education
July 22 – Waterfront and Economic Development
August 5 – Public Safety/Sanitation and Environment
August 7 - Transportation/Access and Accessibility
TBD – Housing

• Website – www.friendsofcb7.org

• Comment Box

Process Going Forward
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Week 1 - Executive Committee Meeting
a. Review application
b. Divide up review work into Committees

Week 2 - Board Meeting #1 – assume September
a. Industry City Presentation (brief)
b. Announce review timeline to board
c. Set up communications protocol – comments, letters, 
testimony, etc.

Week 3 - Public Meeting #1
a. Industry City Presentation (detailed presentation)
b. Questions

Week 4 - Committee Meetings - develop response
a. Housing
b. Transportation and Access/Accessibility
c. Waterfront/Econ Development
d. Health/Public Safety and Sanitation/Environment
e. Land Use

Process Going Forward
Week 5 - Public Meeting #2

a. Public Speak Out – public comments

Week 6 - Board Meeting #2 – assume October meeting
a. High level status report to board
b. Announce final review timeline to board

Week 7 - Public Meeting #3
a. Industry City response presentation, detail any changes
b. Questions
c. Public comment

Week 8 - Issue Board Member Review Packet – draft

Week 9 - Land Use Committee – draft recommendation

Week 10 - Board Meeting #3 – Vote – assume November
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CB7 – Seven Issues to Consider
1. Housing

How can IC address displacement issues in the neighborhood? What can the city do to help those displaced?

2. Employment/Economic Development
How can IC provide a ladder towards economic growth to the community, its businesses and its residents?

3. Environment and Open Space
How can IC improve its surroundings and ensure sustainable development?

4. Transportation and Safety
How will IC contribute to safe and reliable mobility for the entire community?

5. Health
How can IC help raise the level of public health in the neighborhood?

6. Land Use
How will IC provide a plan for equitable and sustainable growth so community impacts occur in a predictable way 
as well as adapt to changing circumstances over time?

7. Education
How can IC help improve community education indicators in a robust and beneficial way?


